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aiM> of forces. This bridge will ©as p*y 30 tons, Is Ihmotieally 

unslnkabla, and is exclusive with ms. 


Bridgebuilding is a big operation. it is carried eat jointly bp the 
lB:fantry and engineers. 


Most' important is tbs el a® eat Of surprise. If vs can get started 
before the eaeiay expects us mi can serve a lot of liras and 'bars a better 
chance of suecees. for this reason the aray begins the job at night* it 
esa be done in the daytime, by use of smokescreens. 

first step is to establish sib shat is known as a "bridgehead* on 
the /opposite shore, that this means, simply, is that we hold and control 


do this the Army uses small, 
with equipment, 

U men, /or fewer -mam- and very light equ: 
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t© shat sill be &* far ehsft.of the bridge. 

assault boat* which will carry 
it. Two man are always engineers, 
Saturn, -for nine more infantrymen! as soon as they discharge a load of 
Soldiers. \ \ 

9>- These infantrymen must drive $jpy> defending forces before it is 

Swans** pr©Seed\*ii|t ^he next step, 
war conditions,;!^# operations will extend tm about 
■'*** along the river, with-perisap# • 1©S assault boats ferrying men. The 

it so the opposite shore |ts held by our forces by dawn. 


f k° a w» hold its enough of th^ ^ppoitte shore we thro* a footbridge 
sooross the river. is a- narrb# br^^^ about two feet wide supported 
by unsinkable, solid fleet* mad<j[\ 'fr^-M^hp rubber.' f he bridgs surdhcc 
bas already. been prepared in eight *J^&t •taugbba which are anchored onto 
the float*. Sidepieeea are aided, ifehe bjjsidge is braced against the flow 


of the river end then the mem 
These men force the earn 
bridgeheads. 


dash accrues in fairly large numbers. 



i^Or and Insure our control of 




S*»tsg the short while It takes to make tbs 
operations ean be carried ©at by rafts sad® of too assault beats lashed 
Ti».e nft. will a« r? ««ai canon ond •*** aM 

a® tractors until heavier equipment crosses . 

0a ® 9 footb3ridiS * ia m biggest operation ©an be started, 

is what tie amy ©alls a "ponton** * not "pontoon" - bridge. 

0bpw#i«g of the situation, this bridgo earn bo eoutmoi 

rapidly and atthlatiJh^s of tbo eoamsaelng »# thoassault our superb 

JWdlt ® * aak8 ’ b * aTy tra<fc * .*** *»*•* of troops ©an be ranbling forward 
to the attack. 

\ &U10 Mil ia ttla typo of oonnicUon 1. a otw^, 

*»««. *t» .<rrt6- e „ poWoao.rttt flooring, fnm . otlon of bridgo. 

' ^ _ 

w ■ 0®*«nnHMnsMaamiai® with light onto 

®“‘ “»« ««»!>•• « ond of «teH plaortkte 

iririr 1 - «aini~t~ li t mu i ' f "’ 

In ordor to mm strongly protect tho bridge what nasally happens 

is that ©bile tho near approach is being, co attracted several units .are 

fh«|oan carry light tanks and gf mi fg an. guns to the opposite 

©hors, whore they can be ueed^e ditto the. eneny back out ©$ artillery ranga 

of the bridge or even t© kn©ek jU* out. •• The footbridge ia narrow and is a 

po©r artillery target, bat the/poeton bridge ia. not a di ffioult target. 

After ferrying- this equipment a© cross those units return t© tho end of 

m48# * ***• th *7 «• proceea is repeated until 

construction is completed. 

P ° nt ° n bj?id8 ® 8 ao * & P -stalls as footbridges. the approaches are 
a problem, because if they are toe stoop a h daw tank of about 3® tons would 
then with a fores that aig^Vtbe groat enough to shatter the flooring* 

To insure against this tho approaches are braced and strengthened with 

w3P®#1ilAj*. SI A Mnmw 









t roadways are assembled In units at shore . They are leaded, propelled 

to the opposite shore, returned to the advanced point in the bridge and 
looked into plaee. These sections carry a heavier load that the wooden 
sections. They can be put into service faster, too. 

The ideal situation for the army is to employ all three types of 
bridges simultaneously. The footbridge can be ^ed even after the large* 
bridges are in, and whnn the special msex araored-foree bridge is used to 
spplement the standard ponton bridge a maximum flow of both men and 
materials is possible. 

/^Contrary to popular opinion, the major problems in building these 
r °aee the parts have been brought up, is neither the depth of the 

/ rlver ** r the speed of its current. The approaches give most trouble. 

Steep banks may mean bottlenecks because all work must be done at one 


s 

^rid 


point. Steep banks may also make it impossible to sue the bsidge sections 
as ferries. They may also add to the danger of the initial assault by 
keeping the offensive force from hitting over a wide area. 


But when the bridges are to to built, we have the stuff to build 
them with and the "know-how". Neither end of the axis exceeds us is this. 




